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The handbook deals with the formation and workings
of public religious and charitable trusts in State of
Maharashtra and Gujarat governed by the Bombay
Public Trusts Act, 1860. It introduces the reader to
the various options available to the voluntary organi-
zations for their formation and registration and rea-
sons that led to the enactment of the present Act. It
provides the definition the ‘Charitable Purposes’ and
cites various examples for clearer understanding of
the definition. It further explains the meaning and
objective of the ‘doctrine of cypress’. It throws light on
the various provisions that the Trusts need to comply
for registration. It provides the list of various docu-
ments that have to be furnished and other informa-
tion that have to be provided. It cites the powers and
duties of the trustees and the Charity Commissioner.
The book also deals with the offences and the penal-
ties due to non-compliance to the provisions given in
the Act. The handbook will be extremely helpful for
the public trusts in the State of Maharashtra and
Gujarat in registering themselves and in complying
with the various provisions of the law.
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